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Thank you for purchasing a Minoita camera and welcome to the wonderful
world of SLR photography. This camera is equipped with functions which will
suit your every photographic need. Before using your new camera, please
take the time to read through this instruction manual for it contains important
information on the use and care of your camera.

This manual contains information regarding products introduced before Jan.,
1995. To obtain compatibility information for products introduced after this
date, contact the authorized Minolta Service Facility nearest you.
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1. Self-timer lamp

2. Front control dial

3. Shutter-release button

4. Drive-mode selector

5. Exposure-mode dial

6. Body data panel

7. Built-in flash

8. Accessory shoe

9. Flash-control button

10. Exposure-compensation dial
11. Exposure-compensation lock
release
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12. Flash-compensation dial

13. Strap eyelet

14. Back-cover release

15. AF/M focus-mode button

16. Lens release

17. Mounting index

18. Mirror*

19. Lens contacts*

20. Depth-of-field-preview button

*Do not touch



21. Main switch

22. Eyepiece cup

23. Diopter-adjustment dial
24. Metering-mode selector
25. AE-lock button

26. Rear control dial

27. AF-mode selector

28. Remote-control terminal
29. Battery cover

30. AF-area selector

31. Rewind button

32. Flash-mode selector
33. Tripod socket

34. ISO button

35. Film window

36. Eyepiece™

37. DX contact

38. Film chamber

39. Shutter*

40. Film guide rails

41. Film-leader index
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1. Shutter-speed/film-speed display
2. Aperture display

3. Film-speed mark

4, Manual-focus indicator

5. Battery-condition indicator
6. Film-cartridge mark

7. Film-transport signals

8. Frame counter


LCD Displays Check
Note: To check all LCD display elements, press  [ISO]  while opening and closing the battery door - all elements appear in Viewfinder and Body Data Panels.  Open and close the battery door to reset displays to normal.


VIEWFINDER
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1. Spot focus area

2. Wide focus area

3. Spot-metering circle
4. Flash-on indicator
5. HSS indicator

6. Flash signals

7. Focus signals

8. Shutter-speed/film-speed display
9. AE-lock indicator

10. Aperture display

11. Metering index




1. Insert battery

Insert one 6V 2CRS5 lithium battery into
the chamber as indicated by the + and —
marks inside the battery chamber cover.

2. Attach lens

Align the red mounting index on the lens
with the one on the camera. Gently
insert the lens into the mount and turn it
clockwise until it clicks.

3. Turn on power

Slide the main switch to ON. Make sure
the camera is set for full-automatic
operation. See page 19.



4. Load film ‘

insert the film and extend the film tip to
the red film-leader index. Make sure the
film is laying flat between the guide rails
and close the back cover.

5. Focus on subject

Align your subject within the focus area
and press the shutter-release button
partway down to activate autofocus.

6. Take the picture
Gently press the shutter-release button
all the way down to take the picture.



Aligning #1 film frame with #1 camera counter
Note: To align #1 film frame with #1 camera counter, place the first sprocket hole of the upper section of  the film at the upper film advance sprocket inside the camera.  Then your exposed and developed film will have #1exposed frame in the position marked #1 on the film by the film manufacturer.





1. Undo the camera-strap buckle and

loop the strap through the camera’s
strap eyelet.

2. Redo the camera-strap buckle.
3. Repeat for the other side.
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1. Align the eyepiece cup with the guide
rails on the camera’s eyepiece.

2. Push the eyepiece cup down until it
clicks.

ATTACHING THE EYEPIECE CAP

When using the self-timer, bulb, or remote control, cover the eyepiece with
the eyepiece cap which is attached to the camera’s strap. This prevents stray
light from entering the eyepiece and affecting the exposure.

1. Remove the eyepiece cup.

2. Slide the eyepiece cap down over the
camera’s eyepiece.




Your camera uses one 6-volt 2CR5 lithium battery which supplies power for
all camera operations. Please read and follow all warnings in the Care and
Storage section of this manual as well as warnings supplied by the battery

manufacturer.

1. Open the battery chamber cover by
pushing the battery-cover release in the
direction of the arrow.

2. Insert the battery into the chamber as
indicated by the + and — marks on the
inside of the battery chamber cover and
close the battery cover until it locks with
a click.

To attach the Vertical Control Grip VC-
600 to your camera, you first have to
remove the battery and battery cover.
Open the battery cover and gently push
it in the same direction until it detaches.

To reattach the battery cover, alin the battery-cover hinge with the rod in
battery chamber and gently push until it snaps on.
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Your camera automatically checks battery power each time you slide the
main switch to ON. One of the symbols below will appear in the body data
panel indicating the power status of the battery. We recommend that you
always carry a spare battery in your camera bag.

[

Full-battery symbol — power is sufficient for all camera
operations.

H|

Low-battery symbol — power is sufficient for all camera
operations, but is getting low. Keep a new battery handy.

[2A)

Blinking low-battery symbol — power is extremely low, but
all functions are operational. Flash recycling time may be
slow. Battery will have to be replaced very soon.

(1))

Blinking low-battery symbol appears alone and the shutter
is locked — power is insufficient for camera operation.
Replace the battery immediately.

* If no data appears in the data panel, replace the battery or check that it is
inserted comrectly.

11




1. Remove the caméra bady cap and
rear lens cap as shown.

K{@L‘v . 2. Align the red mounting index on the
i@ lens barrel with the one on the camera.

T

3. Gently insert the lens into the mount
and turn it clockwise until it clicks into
the locked position.

CAUTION .

» Do not force the lens if it does not turn smoothly.

« Do not touch the inside of the camera, especially the lens contacts and
mirror.
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Using Non Auto Focus Lenses
Hold  [ISO]  and  [Lens Mount Lock]  button while turning the camera lock switch to  [ON]  to enable/disable the camera's Auto Focus Lens Shutter interlock in order to use a non Auto Focus lens.


: 1. Press the lens release and hold it

while turning the lens counter-clockwise

until it stops.
2. Gently remove the lens from the
mount.

LA

3. Replace the camera body cap or
immediately attach another lens.
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This camera is equipped with an automatic film transport system which
automatically loads the film and advances the film after each exposure.
Before you open the back cover, check the film window to make sure there is
no film in the camera. Always load and unload the film in subdued light. We
recommend that you use film between ISO 25 and 1000 for flash exposures.

1. Slide the back-cover release down
and open the back cover.

» The slight mechanical sound you hear
is normal camera operation.

2. Place the film cartridge in the film
chamber making sure that it is seated

properly.

3. Extend the film tip to the red film-
leader index making sure that it lays flat
between the film guide rails.




4, Close the back cover and slide the
rain switch to ON. ’

The film will automatically advance to
the first frame and 1 will appear in the
frame counter..

If you are using DX-coded film, the camera will automatically set the correct
film speed and display it in the body data panel.

If the film has been loaded improperly, 0 will blink in
the frame counter and the shutter will remain
locked. Open the back cover and repeat the loading
procedure.

NEVER TOUCH THE SHUTTER CURTAIN WITH
YOUR FINGERS OR FiLM TIP. tts precision
design makes it extremely sensitive to pressure.

Note: ) o
* Do not use Polaroid instant 35mm films. Winding problems may occur.

« Non-DX-coded film will be set to the previous ISO setting.

* The camera will assume non-DX-coded film to be a 36 exposure roll.
Therefore, film rewind will begin automatically at the end of the roll or when
the frame counter reaches 36. :
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This camera will automatically rewind the film after the last frame has been
exposed. If rewinding stops before the film has been completely rewound, DO
NOT OPEN THE BACK COVER, insert a fresh battery and wait for rewinding
to finish.

« 0 will appear in the frame counter and the film-cartridge mark
will blink when the film is completely rewound.
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REMOVING THE FILM

1. Wait for the film to rewind completely.
2. Open the back cover and remove the
film.

MANUALLY STARTING FILM REWIND

s 1. Slide the main switch to ON.
2. Gently press the rewind button.

Rewinding the Film at High-Speed
You can rewind the film faster by pressing the rewind button during film
rewind, but the rewind sound will be slightly louder.
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You can manually set the film speed when you are using non-DX-coded film
or when you want to override the camera’s automatic setting. Film speeds
can be set manually from ISO 6 to 6400 in 1/3 EV increments.

1. Press the ISO button.
The film-speed setting appears in the
body data panel.

2. Turn either control dial to set the
desired film speed.

3. Press the shutter-release button
partway down to enter your selection.

17



<< Left = Decrease - - - Right = Increase >>
Note: Generally, rotating either control dial to the right increases the value of the displayed number being controlled.  Moving either control dial to the left decreases the value of the displayed number being controlled.


HOLDING THE CAMERA

Hold the camera grip firmly with your right hand while supporting the camera
or lens with your left hand. Make sure that your fingers are not blocking any of
the camera’s features; they should fit securely around the grip. To help keep
the camera'steady, stand with your legs slightly aparnt and keep your elbows
at your side for support.

*Always keep the camera strap around your neck or wrist in the event that
you accidentally drop it.

PRESSING THE SHUTTER-RELEASE BUTTON

The shutter-release button has three positions. To activate the camera’s
autofocus and autoexposure systems, press the shutter release button
partway down. To take the picture, gently (never with a quick jab) press the
shutter-release button all the way down.
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~IN-LINE
In-Line Auto enables you to set thé carﬁéré td fu aﬁtomatic\'éperéfioﬁ.‘
Position the controls on the top and side of the camera so that their indexes
form a straight line. Position the controls on the back of the camera so that
their indexes are aligned horizontally.

FUNCTION ' IN-LINE AUTO SETTING

Exposure Compensation 0

Flash Compensation 0

Exposure Mode PRO 1

Drive Mode []:Single-frame advance

AF Mode A: Automatic AF-Mode Selection
Metering Mode g :14-Segment Honeycomb
AF Area [ 1:Wide

Note: For full-automatic operation, autofocus mode must be set. If M. Focus
appears in the data panel, press the AF/M focus-mode button so that it
disappears.
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1. Set all camera functions to their
automatic settings with In-Line Auto as
described on the previous page and
slide the main switch to ON.

2. Grip the built-in flash on both sides
and gently lift. The flash will
automatically fire when necessary.

» Make sure the flash-mode button is set

to g or .

3. Rotate the zooming ring until your
subject is framed as desired.

* |f you are using an AF Zoom xi or AF
Power Zoom lens, slide the lens’ AZ/MZ
switch to AZ.



4. Align the subject within the focus area
and press the shutter-release button
partway down to activate autofocus.

5. Gently press the shutter-release
button all the way down to take the
picture.

The film automatically advances to the
next frame and the frame counter
increases by one.

21
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. AUTOFOCUS MODES
This camera provides three autofocus modes: Automatic Autofocus-Mode
Selection (A), Continuous Autofocus(C), and Single-Shot Autofocus (S).

AUTOMATIC AUTOFOCUS-MODE SELECTION (A)

When you activate autofocus by pressing
the shutter-release button partway down,
the camera will continue focusing when
the subject is moving and lock focus when
it is still. Automatic Autofocus-Mode
Selection works well in any situation, but
is especially useful for subjects which
move and stop suddenly.
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'AUTOFOCUS MODES

CONTINUOUS AUTOFOCUS (C)

The camera continues focusmg as long
as the shutter-release button is pressed
partway down. The shutter-release button
can be pressed all the way down to take
the picture when the subject is in focus.
Continuous Autofocus should be used
when photographing sporting events or
other occasions when you know the
subject will be continuously moving.

SINGLE-SHOT AUTOFOCUS (S)

24

When you press the shutter-release button
partway down in Single-Shot Autofocus
mode the camera focuses until sharp focus

£ is confirmed and then locks focus. Focus

will remain locked as long as the shutter-
release button is held partway down and
the picture can be taken at any time. Single-
Shot Autofocus should be used when you
know your subject will remain still or when
photographing subjects outside the focus
area. See the Focus Lock section on page
29 for more information on photographing
subjects outside the focus area.



1. Set the AF mode selector to A C,or
S.

» Make sure the camera is set to autofocus mode; if M.FOCUS appears in the
data panel, press the AF/M focus-mode button so that it disappears.
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This camera has a wide focus area and a spot focus area. You can select
either one and the camera will focus within that area.

WIDE FOCUS AREA

The camera uses all three of its autofocus
sensors to focus. It can determine which
sensor is focusing on the main subject
even when there is more than one object
within the focus area. Wide Focus Area
provides flexibility in framing and makes it
easier for the camera to focus on moving
subjects.
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SPOT FOCUS AREA

The camera uses only the center
autofocus sensor to focus. Spot Focus
Area is useful when you want to ensure
focus on a specific area of the scene or
subject.

SELECTING THE AUTOFOCUS AREA

B 1. Set the AF-area selector to either
[ ](Wide focus area) or wm
(Spot focus area).

27
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Continuous focusing; focus confirmed

Focus is confirmed and locked

Focusing in autofocus mode; shutter
locked

Focus cannot be confirmed; shutter
locked; subject too close or in one of the
special focusing situations listed on
page 31.



When your subject is located outside the focus area or in situations where
autofocus is difficult to confirm, you can lock focus on your subject. If your
subject is small or far away from the camera, we recommend that you select

the Spot Focus Area (p.27).

1. Set the AF-mode selectorto Aor S.

2. Align your subject within the focus
area.

3. Press the shutter-release button
partway down until the focus signal e
glows.
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4. Continue to hold the shutter-release
button partway down while you
recompose the picture as desired.
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5. Press the shutter-release button all the way down to take the picture.

« Faocus cannot be locked if the camera is in Continuous Autofocus Mode or if
the subject is moving.

« To ensure proper exposure of your off-center subject, as well as sharp
focus, exposure will also be locked when the shutter-release button is
pressed partway down.

Altemate Focus Lock Methods:

» If you are using an AF Zoom xi or AF Power Zoom lens, you can lock focus
by pulling the lens control ring towards you.

« If you are using a manual zoom lens which has a focus-hold button, you can
lock focus by pressing the focus-hold button.
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In the s:fuat:ons de§:nbed below or similar situations, it may be difficult or
impossible for the camera to focus accurately. In such situations, you should
use focus lock (p.30) or manual focus (p.32). N

If two subjects at different distances
overlap within the focus area.

If a subject composed of alternately light
and dark lines completely fills the focus
area.

If the subject within the focus area is
very bright or low-contrast.
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1. Press the AF/M focus-mode button so
that M.FOCUS appears in the body data
panel.

f
a3

2. Look through the viewfinder and tum
the lens focusing ring until your subject
appears clear and sharp.

« If you are using an AF Zoom xi or AF
Power Zoom lens, pull the control ring
towards you and turn it either direction to
focus.

.3. Confirm focus by pressing the shutter-release button partway down. The
focus signal e glows when the subject is in focus.

« The selected autofocus area will be used to monitor focus.

» Manual-focus mode will remain selected until you press the AF/M focus-
mode button to retumn to autofocus mode.

» When manual-focus mode is selected, Honeycomb-Pattern Metering
operates similar to center-weighted average metering. Therefore, the picture
may not be exposed for your subject.
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if the subject or scene is too dark for the camera to focus accurately, lift the
built-in flash. The flash will automatically fire a few short bursts before and
after the lens focuses to provide the light necessary for the camera to detect
and focus on a subject even in complete darkness.

TO TURN THE AF ILLUMINATOR OFF:

1. Press and hold the ISO button.
2. Then press the flash-control button.
“ON AL” appears in the data panel.

3: Press the ISO button once so that
“OFF AL” appears.

4. Press the shutter-release button
partway down to store the setting.

* To tumn the AF illuminator on again, repeat the procedure so that “ON AL”
appears in the data panel.

*The autofocus illuminator will not operate when continuous autofocus mode
is selected.
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This camera has four exposure modes: Program Autoexposure
(PROGRAM), Aperture-Priority Autoexposure (A), Shutter-Speed-Priority
Autoexposure (S), and Manual Exposure (M).

PROGRAMMED AUTOEXPOSURE (PROGRAM) MODE (P.37)
PROGRAM mode is ideal when you want to take pictures quickly in the
simplest way possible.

APERTURE-PRIORITY (A) MODE (P.38)
In A mode, you select the aperture and the camera automatically sets the
shutter speed required for proper exposure.

SHUTTER-SPEED-PRIORITY (S) MODE (P.40)

S mode lets you select the shutter speed and the camera automatically sets

the aperture for the best exposure.

MANUAL (M) MODE (P.42)

In M mode, you have full control of exposure and the camera will show you

how your settings relate to the camera’s TTL meter.
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SELECTING THE EXPOSURE MODE

i
i\

1. Set the exposure-mode selector to
PROGRAM, A, S, or M.

36



PROGRAM mode is ideal when you want
to take pictures quickly in the simplest
way possible. This mode is suited for
almost any situation and is very reliable.
Program mode features Expert Program
Selection which automatically analyzes
subject motion and magnification, as well
as lens focal length and sets the shutter
speed and aperture accordingly.

The following indicators may blink in the viewfinder. Refer to the Trouble
Shooting section on page 86 for more information.

wnan R ﬂ ~ Scene or subject brightness is beyond
the camera’s metering range.

If both exposure settings blink, the light
level is beyond the range of available
shutter speeds and apertures.
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In A mode, you select the aperture and
the camera automatically sets the shutter
speed required for proper exposure. This
mode should be used when you want to
control the range of shampness (i.e., depth
of field) in a photograph. Large apertures
(small numbers) provide a short depth of
field which is ideal for portraits.

1. Set the exposure-mode selector to A.

2. Turn either control dial to select the
aperture.

* =y Larger aperture settings

* ssua®> Smaller aperture settings

3. Compose your photograph and take the picture.
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The following indicators may blink in the viewfinder. Refer to the Trouble
Shooting section on page 86 for more information
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Overexposure; select a smaller aperture

(larger number) until the display stops
blinking.

Underexposure; select a larger aperture

(smaller number) until the display stops
blinking or use flash.

Scene or subject brightness is beyond
the camera’s metering range.

» Slow shutter speeds may not permit sharp hand-held pictures. Before taking
the picture, confirm the shutter-speed setting. If it is slow, select a larger

aperture (smaller number), place your camera on a tripod or use flash
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S mode lets you select the shutter speed
and the camera automatically sets the
aperture for the best exposure. This mode
is very useful for photographing moving
subjects when you want to control subject
blur. Faster shutter speeds can freeze the
subject.

1. Set the exposure-mode selector 1o S.

2. Turn either control dial to select the
shutter speed.

* mmmalp Faster shutter speeds

* unap Slower shutter speeds

3. Compose your photograph and take the picture.
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The following indicators may blink in the viewfinder. Refer to the Trouble
Shooting section on page 86 for more information.

Overexposure; select a faster shutter
speed until the display stops blinking.

Underexposure; select a slower shutter
speed untit the display stops blinking or
use flash.

i R ;»:j Scene or subject brightness is beyond

the camera’s metering range.
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n M mode, you have full control of exposure. In this mode, the metering
ndex appears in the viewfinder so you can see how your settings relate to the
samera’s TTL meter.

1. Set the exposure-mode selector to M.

2. Tumn the front control dial to select the
shutter speed.

3. Turn the rear control dial to select the
aperture.

- Compose your photograph and take the picture.
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value (EV) of your shutter speed and aperture compares to the exposure
value determined by the camera’s metering system.

i Correct exposure
~3:2:1:0:12-3+

I Overexposure by 1 EV
~3:2:1:0+1-2-3+

i Underexposure by 1.5 EV
-3:2:1-0°1:2-3+

In M mode, the metering index will appear to show you how the exposure

» If your exposure settings exceed the camera’s suggested exposure value by

more than £3 EV, one of the arrows on the metering index will blink.
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Bulb can only be used in M mode. When set, the shutter will remain open as
long as you press the shutter-release button. To avoid blurry pictures, mount
the camera on a tripod and use the optional Remote Cord RC-1000 S or L to
release the shutter.

1. Set the exposure-mode selector to M.

2. Turn the front control dial towards the
slower shutter speeds to select bulb.
Turn the rear control dial to set the
aperture.

3. Press and hold the shutter-release button to take the picture. The shutter
will remain open as long as you hold the shutter-release button down.

To Attach the Remote Cord:

1. Remove the remote-control terminal
cover.

2. Then insert the remote cord’s plug
into the terminal.

» We recommend that you attach the eyepiece cap to prevent stray light from
entering the eyepiece and affecting exposure (See page 9).
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This camera offers three metering methods: Fourteen-Segment Honeycomb-
Pattern Metering, Center-Weighted Average Metering, and Spot Metering.

14-SEGMENT HONEYCOMB-PATTERN METERING =

This metering mode is ideally suited for
almost any lighting situation providing the
correct exposure for the main subject.
The camera uses information from the
autofocus system to set the metering
pattern according to the position of the
main subject in the viewfinder. Each
segment is then evaluated independently
to determine the degree of back-lighting
or spot-lighting.
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EENTER-WEIGHTED AVERAGE METERING =

In this metering mode, the camera sets the exposure based on an average of
the readings made by each segment with an emphasis on the center
segments. When photographing subjects that are back-lit, spot-lit, or outside
the focus area, you should use exposure compensation (p. 48) or AE lock (p.
49) if you want the main subject to be correctly exposed. Use this mode when
you want to base the exposure on a centrally located subject.
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SPOT METERING e

Spot metering should be used when you want to meter a very small section of
the scene. The camera sets the exposure according the brightness of the
area inside the 5.5mm-diameter spot circle in the center of the viewfinder.

SELECTING THE METERING MODE

0 [ 1. Set the metering-mode selector to 5
— orf ¢.

LS |
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EXPC o)

This function enables you to compensate exposure up to £3 EV in 12 EV
increments in situations where the camera’s metering system may not be
able to determine accurate exposure. Increased exposure is recommended
for scenes which are very bright, such as snow or beach scenes; similarly
decreased exposure is recommended when the scene is composed of mostly
darker tones like a shadow scene. '

While pressing the lock release, rotate
the exposure-compensation dial to set
the compensation value. It can be set in
increments of 0.5 EV from -3 EV to +3
EV.

» To cancel exposure compensation, set the dial to 20.0.
» You can add a pointer to the metering index to indicate the amount of
compensation. See page 81 for instructions.
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This control is used in Program, A, or S autoexposure modes 1o lock the
exposure settings in any metering pattem. AE lock can be used, for example,
when center-weighted average metering is selected and the main subject is
not in the center of the viewfinder or when the subject is back- lit or spotdit. it
is also useful with spot metering when you want to set the exposure
according to a small section of the scene/subject inside the viewfinder.

1. Center your subject inside the
viewfinder.

2. Press the AE-lock button. While the
exposure is locked, "AEL” appears in the
viewfinder.

» The metering index appears when the
AE-lock button is pressed to show the
difference between the locked exposure
value (0) and the exposure value of the
SER I EE - ] area inside the spot circle (pointer). See
LSy ttl -3-2-1-0+1:2-3+ page 80 for details.
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3. Continue to hold the AE-lock button
down while you recompose the picture.
« The pointer on the metering index will
move to show the difference between '
the exposure value of the area now
inside the spot circle (pointer) and the
locked exposure value (0)-

] cC
"TVAEL 5.5 —3.2.1-0-1-2'3+)

ress the shutter-release button all the way down to take the picture.

the flash-on indicator [ps appears in the viewfinder, slow-shutter sync will
srate. See page 64.
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ALTERNATE AE LOCK METHOD

You can change the function of the AE-lock button so that the expdSure is
locked and held by pressing the button once and unlocked by pressing it
again.

1. Press and hold the ISO button.

appears in the body data panel.

3. Press the 1SO button once so that
“ON" appears.

4. Press the shutter-release button
partway down to enter your selection

* To return to the standard AE lock method, repeat the procedure so that
“OFF” appears.
* AE lock is cancelled if the metering mode is changed.

2. Then press the AE-lock button. “OFF”
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n multiple-exposure mode, up to nine exposures can be overlapped on the
same frame.

1. Set the drive-mode selector to .

» This position is only for setting muiltiple-
exposure mode and the shutter is
locked.

2. Tum either control dial to select the
number of exposures.

» The number appears in the body data
panel.

3. Move the drive-mode selectorto [,
Oy ©-

* M1 will appear in the frame counter to

indicate the camera is ready to take the

first exposure of the series.




4. Compose your picture and press the shutter-release
button all the way down to take the picture.
» The frame counter changes to M2 and will continue to
increase until after the last picture is taken.

5. Repeat step 4 until all the exposures are made. After the last exposure, the
film will automatically advance to the next frame and the regular frame
counter will resume.

« Multiple-exposure mode is canceled after all the exposures are made.

TO CANCEL BEFORE ALL EXPOSURES ARE MADE:

1. Set the drive-mode selector to [ga .

2. Turn either control dial until “OFF" appears in the body
data panel.

3. Set the drive-mode selector to 3 Sy -

« The film will automatically advance to the next frame and
the regular frame counter will resume.

Note:
« |f the battery is removed before all exposures are made, multiple-exposure
mode will be canceled, but the film will not advance.
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Exposure bracketing allows you to expose a series of 3 frames with 0.5 EV
change between exposures in the order of normal, under, over. The camera
brackets the exposure by adjusting shutter speed and/or aperture settings. If
flash is used, the camera will bracket flash output rather than exposure

settings (see page 66).

1. Set the drive-mode selector to ;-

2. Press and hold the shutter-release button down until all three frames have
been exposed. The series will be canceled if you lift your finger from the
button before all three exposures are made.
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The built-in flash provides coverage for lens focal lengths as short as 28mm.
. The flash output is controlled automatically by the camera’s TTL (through-the-
lens) flash metering system.

1. Grip both sides of the flash and gently
lift it. If the flash will fire with the next
shutter release, 2z appears in the
viewfinder.

2. Set the flash-mode selectorto & or
® -

3. When the flash is fully charged, %
will appear. Press the shutter-release
button all the way down to take the
picture.

(4@ 250 &7

4. After you have finished using flash, push it back down.
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When photographing people or animals at night or in low-light situations, the
effect called “red-eye” may occur due to the flash refiecting off the inside of
the subject’s eyes. To reduce this effect and produce more natural and
beautiful pictures, use red-eye reduction.

Set the flash-mode selector to @ -

Wamn the person you are photographing that the flash will fire several
short flash bursts just before the picture is taken.
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FLASH RANGE
The range of the built-in flash depends on the film speed and aperture setting
you are using. To ensure proper exposure, make sure your subject is
positioned within the range listed below.

Aperture ISO 100 ISO 400
2.8 1-4.2m (3.3-13.81t) 1-8.4m (3.3-27.51t)
/4 1-3m(3.3-101t) 1-6m(3.3-201t)
56 1-21m(3.3-6.91t) 1-4.2m (3.3-13.81t)

If you want to take flash photographs closer than 1m (3.3 ft.) we recommend
that you use Minoita's Close-Up Diffuser CD-1000. Otherwise lens shadowing
may occur in the bottom of your picture. This accessory provides softer
lighting for more pleasing close~-up photographs.

CAUTION: LENS SHADOWING MAY OCCUR

Shadowing may occur in the bottom of your picture if you use the built-in flash
with the lenses listed below. Contact your nearest Minolta Service Facility for
their conditions of use. When using the built-in flash, never use a lens wider

than 28mm or use a lens hood.
AF 28-85mm /3.5-4.5 AF 28-135mm 1/4/4.5 AF 28-70mm f/2.8 G

The built-in flash cannot be used with the following lenses:
AF 300mm /2.8 APO AF 600mm /4 APO
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Lighting conditions require flash. Raise the built-in flash
or attach an accessory flash. o

This signal will appear when your subject is backlit and
the built-in flash is down, or an attached accessory
flash is off, when the camera is set to P(Program)
mode.

Flash is charged and will fire when the shutter-release

button is pressed.

Flash with red-eye reduction is selected. Flash will fire

when the shutter-release button is pressed.

(After picture is taken, blinks rapidly) Flash output was

sufficient to provide a correct exposure.

High-Speed Sync Flash. Only available with 5400HS

flash unit. See the flash owner's manual for detalils.

Wireless/Remote Flash is selected. See page 68 for

more information.
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When the built-in flash is up or an attached accessory flash is on, it will
‘automatically fire in low-light or backdit situations. The camera will select the
most appropriate shutter speed and aperture settings.

in PROGRAM mode, you can manually fire the built-in flash or accessory
flash.

While pressing the flash-control button,
press the shutter-release button to take
the picture.

When the built-in flash is down or an attached accessory flash is off, it will not
fire.

» [n many situations where the lighting is dim, canceling the flash will add a
particular mood to your photographs. Instead of flash, use film with a higher
film speed and/or place your camera on a tripod.
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When the built-in flash is up or an attached accessory flash is on, it will
automatically fire each time you take a picture. When the built-in flash is down
or an attached accessory flash is off, it will not fire.

A MODE FLASH
Operation is the same as when flash is not used. You select the aperture
setting and the camera automatically sets the shutter speed.

S MODE FLASH

Operation is almost the same as when flash is not used, except that you
cannot select shutter speeds faster than the camera’s flash sync speed,
1/200 second. In S Mode, the camera automatically sets the aperture.

M MODE FLASH

Operation is almost the same as when flash is not used except that you
cannot select shutter speeds faster than the camera’s flash sync speed,
1/200 second. You can select any aperture setting.

For Owner's of the 5400HS Flash Unit ‘

With 5400HS flash unit, High-Speed Sync Flash is available which enables
you to use any shutter speed with flash. See page 63 for more information.

* HSS is not effective under fluorescent lighting or if the light level exceeds the
camera's metering range. Under these conditions, we recommend that you
do not select shutter speeds faster than 1/200 second or apertures which
require shutter speeds faster than 1/200 second.
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When you are taking portraits outdoors in daylight, we recommend that you
use flash to reduce harsh, unflattering shadows on your subject’s face. Flash
should also be used when your subject has back lighting.

)

PROGRAM MODE

In PROGRAM mode, raise the built-in
flash or tum on an attached accessory
flash. Since the overall light level is
bright, it will be necessary to fire the
flash manually by pressing and holding
the flash-control button while taking the
picture.

In A, S, and M mode, raise the built-in
flash or turn on an attached accessory
flash. The flash will automatically fire
each time you take a picture.
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HIGH-SPEED-SYNG FLASH

Without HSS With HSS

If you attach the Program Flash 5400HS to your camera, High-Speed-Sync
(HSS) Flash is available. It enables you to synchronize the flash at shutter
speeds of 1/200 second or faster in any exposure mode. HSS is particularly
useful when you are photographing portraits outdoors in daylight. With it, you
can use a larger aperture to limit the range of sharpness (depth of field) and
separate your subject from the background.

In PROGRAM and A modes, the camera will automatically select HSS
whenever the shutter speeds reach or exceed 1/200 second. In S and M
modes, the camera will select HSS when the flash is on and you set a shutter
speed of 1/200 second or faster.

» If the camera is set to manual-focus mode, HSS will not operate.
* The shutter cannot be released if the depth-of-field button is pressed in HSS

mode.

See the Program Flash 5400HS owner’s manual for more instructions.
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Slow-shutter sync should be used when
photographing people at night, sunrise, or
sunset. In PROGRAM and A modes, the
camera will automatically balance the
flash exposure of either the built-in flash
or attached accessory flash with existing
light so both the main subject and the
background are beautifully exposed. We
recommend placing your camera on a
tripod since shutter speeds may be too
slow to allow sharp, hand-held pictures.

While pressing the AE-lock button, press
the shutter-release button to take the
picture.

Note: With the Alternate AE Lock Method, slow-shutter sync will operate as
long as “AEL” appears in the viewfinder.
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This function enables you to increase or decrease the flash exposure of the
built-in flash or an attached accessory flash up to £2 EV in 1/2 EV
increments. Flash compensation can be used to alter the exposure ratio
between the foreground, which is exposed by flash, and the background.

Rotate the ﬂash-corhpensation dial to
set the compensation value. it can be
set in increments of 0.5 EV from -2 EV
to +2 EV.

* To cancel flash compensation, set the dial to +0.0.

* Flash compensation only alters the flash output, it does not affect the
ambient light expoéure.

* You can adjust both the flash and ambient light exposure using exposure
compensation (p.48).
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Flash bracketing allows you to expose a series of 3 frames with 0.5 EV
change between exposures in the order of normal, under-, and over- -

exposure. The camera brackets the exposure by varying only the flash output
of the-built-in flash or an attached accessory flash.

66

1. Raise the built-in flash or tum on an
attached accessory flash.

2. Set the drive-mode selector to ;.
Fbr1 appears in the data panels when
the shutter-release button is pressed
partway down once to indicate the
camera is set to flash bracketing.



3. Wait for the flash-ready signal 4 to
appear in the viewfinder.

'@ 00 AT

4. Press the shutter-release button all the way down to take the picture.

5. Repeat step 3 and 4 until the series is complete.

» The data panel display will change as follows to indicate the frame number
in the bracketing series.

Fhr { Fiord Fhr3
-y | — *
@...':.—... Q_"__ Q_"_'_

* To cancel the flash bracketing series before it is complete, move the drive-
mode selector, slide the main switch to OFF, or push down the built- in flash.
* Do not turn off or remove the accessory flash before the series is complete.
The remaining shots will be exposed at the flash sync speed causing the
pictures to be underexposed.

« [f the built-in flash is down or attached accessory flash is off, the camera will
bracket exposure settings rather than flash (see page 54).

* Flash bracketing will not operate if an accessory flash is attached to the
Verticai Control Grip's PC terminal via a sync cord.

* In Programmed Autoexposure Mode, the built-in flash or attached accessory
flash will fire with each shutter release.
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Normal Flash

Wireless/Remote Flash

Wireless/Remote Ratio Flash
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Wireless/Remote Off-Camera Flash
Control is available with the Minolta
accessory flashes: 5400HS, 5400xi, or
3500xi. Wireless/Remote flash allows
you to experiment with creative lighting
techniques using off-camera accessory
flashes without a tangle of accessory
cords and connectors. In
wireless/remote flash mode, the off-
camera flash is triggered by a coded
signal from the camera’s built-in flash
when you press the shutter-release
button. Another signal stops it once the
camera’s TTL flash meter detects the
proper exposure has been received.



" SETTING WIRELESS/REMOTE FLASH MODE

1. Attach an accessory flash (5400HS,
5400xi, or 3500xi) to the camera and
turn both the camera and flash on.

2. Set the flash-mode selector to
WIRELESS.

3. Remove the accessory flash and
raise the camera’s built-in flash. The
accessory flash is now ready to be
positioned.

* In wireless/remote flash mode, the shutter speed is automatically set to 1 /60
second or slower.
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TAKING PICTURES IN WIRELESS/REMOTE FLASH MODE

1. Position your camera and 3500xi flash unit using the information on this
page. If you are using a flash unit other than the 3500xi off-camera, refer to
that flash instruction manual.

3500xi Ran

ge .
(See table below)

~ sm(i6 )

Maximum Operating Range

2 45mA32-164 1 | 1.45mA6-1641 | 285m92-1641
W28 | 145m/AE164R. | 285m92164R | 16mB3164% | 25m66-164H
8 | 15mB31640 | 25m66-164f |0745m23147 1 | 14-5m/46164H
156 | 15mB316401 | 25mb6164f |0532m16105% | 15m33164H,
8 | 15mB33164f | 1-5mB33164f |0.352.25m/1.1-74ft | 0.745m2.3147 1
1 3'311'g_r2f(,.2éfg)ﬂ_)* 1-5mB316.41 | 0.25-1.6m0.8-52 1. |053.3m/1.6108

* Values in parentheses for wireless/remote ratio control.
» The off-camera flash may not detect the control signals if it is placed behind
the subject.
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2. When the built-in flash is charged,
g4 will blink alternately in the camera’s

viewfinder. When the off-camera flash is
charged, its AF illuminator will blink.

3. Press the AE-lock button to test-fire
the off-camera flash and wait again until
both flashes are fully charged.

4. Press the shutter-release button all
the way down to take the picture.

Note: With the Alternate AE Lock Method, pressing the AE-lock button to
test-fire the off-camera flash will also lock the exposure. Pressing the AE-

lock button to unlock exposure will test-fire the flash again.

WIRELESS/REMOTE RATIO CONTROL

In wireless/remote mode when ratio control is selected, the output of the off-
camera flash and built-in flash combine to provide a 2:1 lighting ratio. To use
ratio control, press and hold the flash-control button, then press the shutter-
. release button all the way down to take the picture.
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CANCELING WIRELESS/REMOTE OFF-CAMERA FLASH

1. Reattach the accessory ﬂash to
camera.
2. Set the flash-mode selectorto g or

@ .

« To cancel wireless/remote flash mode on the 3500xi separately from the
camera, first turn the flash off. Then, press the ON/OFF button to tum the
flash on and hold the button until the wireless lamp tumns off.

« To cancel wireless/remote flash mode on other flash units, refer to your flash
owner’s manual.

WIRELESS/REMOTE RATIO CONTROL WITH MULTIPLE FLASH
UNITS

When the Wireless Remote Flash Controller is attached to this camera, a 2:1
or 1:2 lighting ratio is available between two off-camera flash units. if you are
using one 3500xi or one 5400HS or 5400xi, the only ratio possible is 3500xi
[2]:[1] 5400HS/5400xi. Refer to the Wireless Remote Flash Controller, 5400xi,
or 5400HS owner’s manuals for details.
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This feature enables you to record the date or time onto the lower-right
portion of the picture. The print indicator will flash for 2 seconds after the
picture is taken to indicate that the data was imprinted It has an automatic
calendar through the year 2019.

24-hour format No imprinting
WooE SELECT ADJUS‘; = =
1. Print indicator . & i c EE} : ¢ i E:'J'
2. MODE button ey menhiyese - monh et
3. SELECT button Press the MODE button to choose the
| 4. ADJUST button data imprinting format.
SETTING THE TIME AND DATE

1. Press the MODE button to select either Date or Time mode. M appear
above the month.

2. Use the SELECT button to move between different parts of the displayed
data. The selected part will blink indicating that it is the data to be changed.
3. Press the ADJUST button to change the data to the correct value. Data
continues changing as long as you hold down the button.

« In time mode, pressing the ADJUST button while the colon is blinking,
resets the second counter to 00.

4. When all data is correct, press the SELECT button until the data stops
blinking.
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REPLACING THE QUARTZ DATA BACK BATTERY
The quariz data back uses a CR2024 lithium battery to maintain memory
while the camera batteries are being changed. Replace the battery if the
display changes or becomes dim while the camera batteries are removed.
Before opening the back cover to change the battery, check the film window
to make sure there is no film in the camera.

1. Open the battery cover by pushing it
in the direction of ..

2. Remove the old battery and replace it
with a new one with the + side facing
upward.

3. Replace the battery cover. The time and date will have to be reset.

CAUTION

*Imprinted data may be difficult to read if the area over which it is
superimposed is bright or non-uniform.

* Imprinting position and size may differ according to printing conditions.

* Do not touch any other parts inside the camera other than the data back

battery cover.
* Do not use the data back when temperatures exceed the operating

temperature range of 0° to 50°C (32" to 122°F).
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You can enjoy taking panorama photographs with your camera using the
optional accessory, Panorama Adapter Holder Set 1.

1. Attach the panorama adapter according to the instructions in the panorama
adapter holder set 1 owner’s manual.

2. Frame your subject within the center
of the viewfinder as shown.

3. Take the picture. Except for framing, taking panorama pictures is the same
as taking standard-format pictures.

PANORAMA

Panorama Adapter Panorama Sticker
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4. After you have finished taking an
entire roll of panorama pictures, remove

the film and attach the panorama sticker
PANORAMA exactly as shown.

Note: Do not cover the bar code or DX
code with the panorama sticker.

PRECAUTIONS

» After you have loaded the film and begun taking pictures with the panorama
adapter attached, you cannot remove the adapter until you have finished the
roll of film.

* The top and bottom part of the film is not exposed in panorama
photographs. This results in an image of 13mm x 36mm. This does not alter
the number of exposures on a roll of film.

* Before you tumn in your'film for processing, make sure the panorama sticker
is attached to the film cartridge and make sure the lab is equipped to make
panorama-format prints. Otherwise, regular-sizé prints with a black band
across the top and bottom of the print may be retumed.

* You can obtain more panorama stickers by contacting your nearest Minaolta
Service Facility.
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The electronic self-timer will delay release of the shutter for approximately 10
seconds after you press the shutter-release button.

TAKING PICTURES WITH SELF-TIMER (©)

1. Set the drive-mode selector to ®-

2. Align your subject within the focus
area and press the shutter-release
button all the way down to start the
timer.

The self-timer lamp on the front of the
camera will blink to indicate operation.
Just before the shutter release, the self-
timer lamp will blink quickly and then
glow.

« To stop self-timer operation before the shutter releases, change the drive
mode or slide the main switch to OFF.
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This camera has two film-drive modes: Single-Frame Advance and
Continuous Frame Advance.

CONTINUOUS ADVANCE ()

The camera continuously makes exposures and advances the film up to 2
frames per second while you are pressing the shutter-release button.

SINGLE-FRAME ADVANCE (17)

The camera makes one exposure and advances the film one frame each time

you press the shutter-release button.

SELECTING THE FILM DRIVE MODE

3

1. Set the drive-mode selector to oy or

O
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' METERING INDEX

The metering |ndex appears whenever the AE Iock button is pressed inP, A
and S modes. It shows the difference between the locked exposure settings
(0) and the exposure caiculated by the camera for the area currently inside

the spot circle (pointer).

1. AE-lock button pressed.

» Pointer shows that the
locked exposure settings

1
=3:2:1:0+1:

-3+

will correctly expose the

area inside the spot circle.

2. Picture recomposed so
the spot circle covers a

» Pointer shows that the
area inside the spot circle

brighter area.

1
—~3:2:1+0+1-"

-3+

will be two stops

overexposed with the
locked exposure settings.

3. Picture recomposed so
the spot circle covers a

» Pointer shows that the
area inside the spot circle
will be one and a half stops

darker area.

1
-8-2-1-0-1-

- 3+ lunderexposed with the

locked exposure settings.

When exposure compensation is set, the position of the pointer will adjust to
include the amount of compensation (Exposure compensation: +1.0 EV).

1
=3:2:1:0-1:2-3+
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* In manual exposure mode, the metering index will allow you to see how
your settings compare to the exposure the camera would set. See the-Manual
Exposure section for more information (p.42).

ADDING A POINTER FOR EXPOSURE COMPENSATION
You can add a pointer to the metering index to indicate the exposure
compensation value.

Exposure compensation amount

Spot meter reading

Locked exposure value
1. Press and hold the ISO button.
2. Then press the depth-of-field-preview
button. “OFF” appears in the data panel.

3. Press the ISO button once so “ON”
appears.

4. Press the shutter-release button
partway down to store the setting.

* To remove the exposure compensation pointer, repeat the procedure so that
“OFF” appears in the body data panel.
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front of the subject that appears sharp. This range is called depth of field, one

way to control it is to adjust the aperture. You can increase depth of field in
the following ways:

1. Use smaller apertures (larger numbers).
2. Use shorter focal length (wide angie) lenses.
3. Move farther away from your subject.

You can check the depth of field by
pressing the depth-of-field-preview
button.

« The exposure settings cannot be changed while the button is pressed.
= The shutter can only be released if focus is locked when you press the
depth-of-field-preview button.

Large apertures (small numbers) result in a shallow depth of field.
Small apertures (large numbers) result in a wide depth of field.

l Range in focus l

82



If you are near- or far-sighted, you can use this control to adjust the eyepiece
for your eyesight. The diopter adjustment range is from -2.5 to +0.5 diopters.

TO ADJUST:

Look through the viewfinder and tum the
diopter-adjustment dial until the focus
area appears the sharpest.

« If you need additional correction, a Minolta Eyepiece Corrector can be
attached to the camera’s eyepiece.
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Minolta User Groups
Note: for The Minolta User Group Internet Mailing List and Discussion Groups, see http://groups.yahoo.com/group/minolta and http://group.yahoo.com/minolta507si600si650si - also see http://www.geocities.com/minolta507si600si650si for additional references.


\CCESSORY INFORMATION

This camera is designed to work specifically with lenses, flash units, and
other accessories manufactured and distributed by Minolta. We therefore
caution that using incompatible products with this camera may result in
unsatisfactory performance or damage to the camera or accessories.

LENS

* All Minolta AF lenses can be used with this camera. Manual focus lenses
(MD or MC) cannot be used.

FLASH

¢ All Minolta | xi, and HS series flash units can be used with this camera.

*» To use an AF series flash unit, Flash Shoe Adapter FS-1100 must be
attached to the camera. When the flash is on, the flash will fire each time you
take a picture. At no time will the flash’s AF lluminator activate.

* X series flash units cannot be used.

OTHERS

The following accessories are not compatible with your camera:
» Control Grip CG-1000, Data Receiver DR-1000, Creative Expansion Cards,
Vertical Control Grip VC-700.
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When the shutter speed and/or aperture display or both metering index
arrows blink, refer to this table to determine the possible cause. ~ -

metering range.

Cause v Action
P/ Scene or subject In bright light, attach a neutral
A/ brightness is beyond |density (ND) filter, use film with a
S/ the camera’s lower film speed, or reduce the
M

overall brightness of your
surroundings.
In low light, select M mode and

Light level is beyond

shutter speeds and
apertures.

oy
41N

the range of available

use a hand-held meter, use film
with a higher film speed, or
increase the brightness of your
surroundings (i.e., use flash).

Required shutter
speed is beyond the
range of the camera.

YT

Select a larger/smaller aperture
until the display stops blinking.

Required aperture is
beyond the range of
the lens.

Select a faster/slower shutter
speed until the display stops
blinking.




' Réfer tb this p ge' "tc')'defemrﬁmiﬂné ti'ne Céﬁse ofa prob em ydu afé mexpenéncx‘rig‘
with your camera. If the information does not cover the problem which you
are experiencing or the condition continues, contact a Minolta Service Facility.

HELP displayed in body data panel or camera does not function at all.
Remove and reinstall battery. If normal camera operation does not resume,
contact a Minoita Service Facility.

No display in data panel when main switch is set to ON. -
Install a new battery.

“—" appears in the body data panel when the shutter-release button is
pressed partway down.
Make sure that the lens is compatible and attached properly. If the camera
is attached to a telescope, contact a Minolta Service Facility. If the lens is
compatible and “-" still appears, clean the contacts of the camera and lens
with a clean, dry cloth.

Autofocus does not operate when the shutter-release button pressed partway
down.
Make sure the AF/M focus-mode button is set to autofocus mode. Make
sure the subject is no closer than the lens’ minimum focus distance. If
autofocus still does not operate, the subject may be in one of the special
focusing situations listed on page 31; in which case focus manually or use

focus lock.

Flash fires when shutter-release button pressed partway down.
This is the camera’s autofocus illuminator which is necessary for focus in
low light and low contrast situations.
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Camera Type: 35mm single-lens-reflex (SLR) camera with microcomputer
control of built-in flash, AE, and AF

Lens Mount: Minoita A-type bayonet mount

Autofocus: Minolta’s through-the-lens (TTL) phase-detection system with
three CCD sensors; Focus modes: AF-S: Single Shot, AF-C: Continuous
autofocus with predictive focus control, AF-A: Automatically selects AF-S or
AF-C according to the subject, Manual focus; Autofocus speed: 2 frames-
per-second AF sequence; Sensitivity range: EV -1 to 19 (ISO 100)

AF lluminator: Built-in-flash type; automatically activated in low-light/low-
contrast conditions

Metering: Through-the-lens (TTL) metering; 14-segment honeycomb-pattem
silicon photocell (SPC) with fuzzy logic control; Second SPC for TTL flash
metering of dedicated flash unit; Metering range: EV 0 to 20; Spot metering
range: EV 3 to 20 (ISO 100, f/1.4); Spot metering dimensions: 2.7% of
viewfinder (5.5mm diameter)

Shutter: Electronically-controlled, vertical-traverse, focal-plane shutter;
Range: 1/4000 to 30 seconds, bulb; Flash sync: 1/200 sec. or slower; High-
speed flash sync: up to 1/4000 sec. with 5400HS; Wireless/remote fiash
sync: 1/60 sec (Ratio control: 1/45 sec.)

Built-In Flash: Built-in, retractable with TTL control; Guide number: 12 in
meters at ISO 100; Coverage for 28mm focal length; Recycling time:
approx. 2 sec.; Red-eye reduction pre-flash available; Wireless/Remote off-
camera flash control available with some flash units

Viewfinder: Eye-level fixed penta-prism; Field of view: 92% (V) x 94% (H);
Magnification: 0.75X (with 50mm lens at infinity); Diopter adjustment: -1
diopter with continuous adjustment from -2.5 to +0.5 diopters; Eye-relief:
18.4mm from eyepiece frame

Focusing Screen: Acute-matte (G)
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Film Transport: Automatic advance to first frame; Single-frame advance;
Continuous advance up to 2 frames/sec.; Automatic rewind; Manual start of
automatic rewind possible; Rewind speed: approx.15-sec. for 24 exp. roll
and approx. 23 sec. for 36 exp. roll.

Film-Speed Setting: Automatic setting for DX-coded films 1SO 25 to 5000.
Manual setting from ISO 6 to 6400 in 1/3-stop increments

Self-Timer: Electronic with 10-sec. delay

Battery: One 6V 2CRS5 lithium battery pack; Automatic battery check when
camera is tumed on; Battery condition indicated by four-stage indicator in

body data panel
Battery Performance:
Flash Use +20°C (68°F) —20°C (4°F)
0% 60 rolls 20 rolls
50% 25 rolls 10 rolis
100% 15 rolls 5rolls

 Based on the following test conditions: 24 exposure roll of film; fresh
battery; AF 24-85mm #3.5-4.5 lens; autofocus infinity to minimum focus
distance and back 3 times; shutter-release button held partway down for 10
seconds before shutter release.

* Battery performance with a 36 exposure roll is reduced by approximately
1/3.

» If more operations are performed during use, battery performance will be
slightly lower. To maximize battery performance, slide the main swutch to
LOCK when you are not using the camera.

Dimensions: 156(W) x 98(H) x 73.5(D)mm /6-1/8 x 3-7/8 x 2-7/8 in.
Weight: 565g /19-15/16 oz. (without batteries)

Specifications are based on the latest information available at the time of
printing and are subject to change.
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- CARE AND STO
OPERATING TEMPERATURE AND CONDITIONS

* This camera is designed for use from —20° to 50°C (-4° to 122°F).

» Never leave your camera where it may be subjected to extreme
temperatures, such as the glove compartment of a car.

« At colder temperatures, the data panel response time will be slow; at
higher temperatures, the display will temporarily darken and will restore
when the temperature normalizes.

» Never subject your camera to extreme humidity.

« To prevent condensation from forming, place the camera in a sealed
plastic bag when bringing it from the cold exterior to a warm building.
Allow it to ¢come to room temperature before removing it from the bag.

BATTERY CAUTIONS

* Read and follow alf warnings and instructions supplied with the batteries.
« Keep batteries away from children.

« Do not subject the battery to high temperatures or fire; or attempt to
disassemble, recharge or short-circuit it; the battery may explode causing
severe burns.

* When photographing in cold weather, we recommend that you keep the
camera and spare batteries inside your coat to keep them warm when you
are not shooting. Cold batteries will regain some of their charge when they
warm up.

«» The low-battery symbol may appear even with a fresh battery depending
on the storage conditions. To restore camera power, repeat turning the
camera on and off.
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HANDLING CARE

* Do not touch or cover the flash tube and be sure to leave sufficient space
“around it during operation; it may become hot when the flash fires.

» Never subject the camera to shock, especially when transporting.

» This camera is not waterproof, dust-proof, or sand-proof; take care when

using it at the beach or near water--costly or irreparable damage to the

camera may occur.

« This camera contains high-voltage circuits; do not attempt to disassemble

or repair it.

CLEANING

» If the camera body or lens barrel is dirty, wipe it gently with a soft, clean,
dry cioth. If it comes in contact with sand, gently blow away loose
particles--wiping may scratch the surface.

= To clean the lens surface, first brush away any dust or sand with a lens
brush and if necessary maisten a lens tissue with lens cleaning fluid and
gently wipe the lens in a circular fashion from the center.

« Never place lens-fluid directly on a glass surface.

« Never touch the interior of the camera, especially the shutter and mirror.
Doing so may impair their alignment and movement. Dust on the mirror will
not affect picture quality.

« Never use compressed air to clean the camera; it may cause damage to
sensitive interior parts.

« Never use organic solvents to clean the camera.

» Never touch the lens surface with your fingers.
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STORAGE

When storing your camera for extended periods of time, please follow
these guidelines:

* Always attach the protective caps.

» Store in a cool, dry and well-ventilated area away from dust and
chemicals such as moth balls. For very long periods, place the camera and
lens in an airtight container with silica gel drying agent.

* Periodically release the camera’s shutter to keep it operating properly.

« Before using after prolonged storage always check the camera’s
operation to make sure that it is functioning properly.

BEFORE IMPORTANT EVENTS

» Always check camera operation carefully or take test photographs.
* Minolta is not responsible for damages incurred by equipment
malfunction.

QUESTIONS AND SERVICE

« If you have questions about your camera, contact your local camera
dealer or write to the Minolta distributor in your area.

« Before shipping your camera for repair, please contact an authorized
Minolta Service Facility for details.
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FCCAND DOCCOMPLIANCE ~ =

STATEMENT OF FCC COMPLIANCE

This device complies with Part 15 of the FCC Rules. Operation is subject to
the following two conditions: (1) This device may not cause harmful
interference, and (2) this device must accept any interference received,
including interference that may cause undesired operation. Changes or
modifications not approved by the party responsible for compliance could
void the user's authority to operate the equipment. This equipment has been
tested and found to comply with the limits for a Class B digital device,
pursuant to Part 15 of the FCC Rules. These limits are designed to provide
reasonable protection against harmful interference in a residential
installation. This equipment generates, uses and can radiate radio
frequency energy and, if not installed and used in accordance with the
instructions, may cause harmful interference to radio communications.
However, there is no guarantee that interference will not occur in a particular
installation. If this equipment does cause harmiul interference to radio or
television reception, which can be determined by turning the equipment off
and on, the user is encouraged to try to correct the interference by one or
more of the following measures:

* Reorient or relocate the receiving antenna.

* Increase the separation between the equipment and the receiver.

* Connect the equipment to an outlet on a circuit different from that to which
the receiver is connected.

* Consult the dealer or an experienced radio/TV technician for help.

STATEMENT OF DOC COMPLIANCE
This Class B digital apparatus meets all requirements of the Canadian
Interference-Causing Equipment Regulations.
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Minolta Alpha Dynax Maxxum 507si 600si 650si Classic Panorama
Date Camera

Beyond the Owner's Manual: Tips and Tricks
Compiled by Peter Blaise Monahon peterblaise@yahoo.com

LCD Displays Check: On the Minolta 507si, 600si, and 650si camera, to
check the valid functioning of every LCD Liquid Crystal Display element:

1- Set the Drive Mode Selector to Multiple Exposure,

2 - Press and hold the ISO Film Speed Button while opening and closing
the battery door.

All displays appear in the Body and Viewfinder Data Panels.
3 - Open and close the battery door to return the displays to normal.

Auto Exposure Lock: Only the AEL Auto Exposure Lock button will lock
exposure when the Minolta 507si, 600si, and 650si camera is set for
Center-Weighted Average Metering Mode or Spot Metering Mode.
Pressing the AEL Auto Exposure Lock Button locks the exposure settings
and switches the meter to Spot Metering Mode. The AEL Auto Exposure
Lock control has no function in M Manual Exposure Mode.

You have three options for locking and holding the desired exposure
value on the Minolta 507si, 600si, and 650si camera:

1 - Using M Manual Exposure Mode, once set, the camera auto functions
will not override your Aperture and Shutter Speed selections.

2 - Using 14 Segment Honeycomb Metering Mode and an attached
automatic lens in AF Auto Focus mode, you can lock the exposure
reading in P Program Exposure Mode, A Aperture priority Exposure
Mode, or in S Shutter Speed Priority Exposure Mode by pressing the
Shutter Release Button partway down.

3 - Center-Weighted Metering Mode and Spot Metering Mode readings
can be locked using only a third method - pressing the AEL Auto
Exposure Lock Button, marked AEL to the right of the eyepiece.
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You can use the AEL Auto Exposure Lock Button to lock the exposure
setting in any of the Minolta 507si, 600si, and 650si camera's three
metering systems. AEL Auto Exposure Lock is especially useful in the
automatic exposure modes, Program, A Aperture priority, or S Shutter
priority, when you want to take a meter reading from one part of your
chosen photographic subject scene and then focus on another part. You
can do this by focusing, and possibly zooming in, on the detail you want
to meter and then pressing and holding the AEL button. [AEL] appears
in the Viewfinder Data Panel. You must maintain pressure on the AEL
button until you release the shutter to the picture. Then aim the
focusing target at your subject and press the shutter release partway
down to lock focus. You can then reframe and adjust the lens zoom if
necessary to get the image you want. Then press the shutter release all
the way down and make your exposure.

By Minolta factory default, the AEL Auto Exposure Lock feature is
effective only while you hold it down. To reset the AEL Auto Exposure
Lock feature to toggle - AEL on at first press, off at second press - hold
ISO Button switch and tap AEL Auto Exposure Lock Button.

Front and Rear Control Dial Rules: Generally, both front and rear
control dials increase the numeric value being controlled when rotated to
the right, and decrease the numeric value being controlled when rotated
to the left.

The Front and Rear dials Control Dials on the Minolta 507si, 600si, and
650si camera can be used interchangeably to set camera body Shutter
speed and an attached automatic lens Aperture in all Exposure Modes

and operations except M Manual Exposure Mode.

In M Manual Exposure Mode, the Front Control Dial sets the camera body
Shutter Speed and the Rear Control Dial sets an attached automatic lens
Aperture. For guidance from the Metering system, rotate the Control
Dials in the direction of the arrows in the Viewfinder Data Panel to obtain
a Shutter Speed and attached automatic lens Aperture to correspond
with the camera Metering system's assessment of your chosen
photographic subject.

Viewfinder ""Long Eye Relief": The viewfinder image and all displays
can be seen in their entirety from a distance of 0.9 inch (22.7 mm),



appropriate for photographers wearing glasses.

Setting Viewfinder Diopter: You can easily set the diopter correction
without a lens on the camera. Point it toward a bright light source and
turn the small diopter adjustment dial (next to the eyepiece) until the
brackets etched on the viewing screen appear sharpest. The dial sets
correction factors between -2.5 and +0.5 diopters.

High Shutter Speed Flash: The Minolta 5400HS accessory flash unit
emits a short pre-flash in HSS High Speed Synchronization Mode, which
fires when the camera's Shutter Release Button is depressed half way.
This allows the Minolta 507si, 600si, and 650si camera metering system
to measure the subject's illumination at this instant and select a flash
intensity and Shutter Speed for balanced illumination of the subject and
the background. If, while in P Program or Aperture priority Exposure
Mode, a Flash to Shutter synchronization speed faster than 1/200 second
is called for, the system automatically shifts into High Speed
Synchronization Mode. High Speed Synchronization Mode Flash differs
from conventional flash by firing a series of high-frequency pulses at
50kHz that resemble a constant light source. Even illumination across
the film frame is assured during the entire time the camera's shutter
curtains are open to record the image.

Flash Auto Program: The Minolta 507si, 600si, and 650si camera
selects a flash program when the retractable flash head or an accessory
flash unit is activated.

Auto Focus lHluminator: Auto Focus llluminator light feature of the
built in flash or attached accessory flash will not function in C Continuous
Auto Focus mode.

Auto Metering Features: The metering system of the Minolta 507si,
600si, and 650si camera starts with a proven auto focus-integrated
computer first introduced by Minolta with the xi series cameras. This
computer ensures that the light meter's main emphasis is on the area in
sharp focus. This optimizes exposure for the primary subject.

The Minolta 507si, 600si, and 650si camera meter is calibrated for
medium gray, which is equivalent to an 18%, reflectance. This value
was arrived at with the assumption that ‘average' photographic subject
scenes have a contrast range of 1:32. This is a valid assumption for



common outdoor scenes that include grass, dirt, rocks, trees, and sky,
for instance. The various reflectance values average to a median value
with a density of 0.75, or 18% reflectance.

The meter built into the Minolta 507si, 600si, and 650si camera
measures light reflected back from the subject through the lens, hence
the term Through The Lens (TTL) Metering. This is also the design of all
other modern SLR Single Lens Reflex camera.

When the system determines the scene to be a landscape, metering
emphasis is on the lower section of the frame. In strong backlighting,
such as when shooting toward a bright ocean, the camera metering and
exposure computer automatically compensate for a bright rendition of
the scene. However, a small subject on bright sand or surf, such as a
small boat on a large body of water, expect to need to dial in a +1 EV
Exposure Value compensation factor because the camera metering
system interprets such a scene as a landscape.

When you set the camera to the evaluative 14 Segment Honeycomb
Pattern Metering Mode, the camera computer sets its own Exposure
Compensation in an attempt to render a bright scene or dark scene
accurately on film. For example, beyond a certain high brightness level,
the camera system increases exposure by one EV Exposure Value stop
to render the subject as bright.

Use the Minolta 507si, 600si, and 650si camera Exposure Compensation
feature to assist the camera's Metering system to accurately match your
chosen photographic subject scene brightness dynamic range to your
chosen film's sensitivity dynamic range.

A white surface reflects more light than a gray surface - approximately
two stops more.

A black surface reflects less light - approximately two stops less.

- Minus EV Exposure Value Compensation will reduce the amount of light
reaching the film, to render a dark photographic subject correctly.

+ Plus EV Exposure Value Compensation will increase the amount of
light reaching the film to render a light photographic subject accurately.



If the range of brightnesses within your chosen photographic subject
scene are within the + or - range of the Viewfinder Data Panel scale,
then they can be recorded accurately within most film's reproducible
dynamic range. Any index reading of +3 or greater will probably be
reproduced as white on film, and any reading of -3 or beyond will
probably be reproduced as black on film.

To toggle on/off the viewfinder LCD indicator for Exposure
Compensation, hold the 1SO Button and the Depth Of Field Preview
Button.

The center-weighted metering is not linked to the auto focus system, nor
does it input exposure corrections of its own. Primary emphasis is
placed on the subject area within the brackets etched on the viewfinder,
with much less emphasis on surrounding areas, and none on the top
section where sky might be located.

Auto Focus Features: In the Minolta 507si, 600si, and 650si camera,
program modes are aware of an attached automatic lens focal length. A
telephoto lens activates higher shutter speeds, and a wide-angle lens
activates smaller apertures. For example, the camera sets a small
aperture for a landscape to achieve an extensive range of apparent
sharpness. If the AF Auto Focus system detects motion, it sets a high
shutter speed such as 1/500 second to stop action. For a portrait, a
moderately wide aperture is set to blur a distracting background while
keeping both the subject's nose and ears in focus. In selecting an
aperture-shutter speed combination, the system considers such factors
as focal length, subject reflectance and contrast, subject distance and
type, and the reproduction ratio, or degree of magnification. The system
then selects an appropriate combination of aperture and shutter speed
for the situation, however it will try to maintain a hand-holdable shutter
speed, such as 1/60 second shutter speed with a 50mm lens, to reduce
the risk of blur from hand held camera shake.

To disable AF Auto Focus lens to Shutter interlock, hold the 1SO Button
and the Lens Mount Button while turning the camera ON.

Automatic Exposure Bracketing: Automatic Exposure Bracketing
drive mode exposed 3 consecutive images, one at normal EV Exposure
Value, plus one at +1/2 stop EV Exposure Value and then one at -1/2
stop EV Exposure Value, which is a rather narrow exposure range best



suited for the sensitivity and dynamic range of slide film. For other film,
you can use manual Exposure Compensation control, perhaps taking two
additional frames, one at +1 or greater and the other at the +2 or
greater setting.

Multiple Multiple Exposures: Although you can pre-set a maximum of
nine exposures on one frame of film, you can actually achieve any
number. If you want to shoot 16, for example, merely reset the Multiple
Exposure feature to 8 after shooting the first 8.

Body Depth: The depth of the Minolta lens mount to film plane is
44.7mm.





